Foreword

THIS SIXTH EDITION OF THE Manual on Hydrocarbon Analysis,
sponsored by ASTM Committee D02 on Petroleum Products and Lubricants, has been expanded even further than the fifth edition. First appearing in 1963 as STP332, this manual was updated by Committee D02 in 1968 Committee D02 in , 1977 Committee D02 in , 1987 Committee D02 in , and 1992 . In this 1998 edition, Part 2 has been expanded to include 26 additional ASTM test methods. Furthermore, the number of chapters has been increased from five to seven through the creation of a separate chapter, "Analysis of Kerosine, Diesel and Aviation Turbine Fuels," and a totally new chapter, "Analysis of Waxes." For additional information on the significance of tests, the reader is encouraged to consult the
Manual on Significance of Tests for Petroleum Products, 6th Edition.
Methodology is changing quickly, requiring revisions to existing methods and the standardization of new ones. The impact of computerization and microprocessors cannot be overemphasized. Modern data-handling capabilities allow highly detailed compositional analyses to be performed that were once only a vision. Some of these resulting methods have been standardized; others will follow rapidly as experience is gained.
Industry and governmental requirements for accurate, more detailed data in a shorter time frame have resulted in substantial method changes. Rapid instrumental techniques, incorporating automatic sampling and on-line instrumentation, are replacing many of the time-honored empirical and, even, wet-chemical procedures. Yet many of the established techniques are still utilized and, thus, they are included in this manual along with the methods that are replacing them. It is exciting to speculate what further changes will occur before issuance of the next edition.
Publication of this manual would not have been possible without the efforts of the ASTM staff, the authors--N. G. 
